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WASHINGTON NATIONALS AND LEVY RESTAURANTS INVITE LOCAL MILITARY AND NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES TO “SOFT OPENING” OF NATIONALS PARK CONCESSIONS
The Washington Nationals and their partner Levy Restaurants today announced they will host a “soft opening” of their concession stands on Monday, March 30, Tuesday, March 31 and Wednesday, April 1. The three events will take place from 5:00pm – 7:00pm. With the assistance of the Capitol Riverfront BID (Business Improvement District), the team has invited 1,800 guests, including military personnel from the Navy Yard and Marine Barracks and local businessmen and women, to sample the food and beverage options at Nationals Park concession stands and carts. The events will serve as training sessions for Levy employees and provide the Nationals the opportunity to give back to their community as Opening Day approaches. Complimentary tickets were distributed earlier this week. This event is not open to the public. Media is invited to attend a concessions tour on Friday, April 3. A media advisory will be distributed with further information about the concessions tour. 
These efforts to train the service staff demonstrate the commitment by the Nationals and Levy Restaurants to provide first-class service to their fans in 2009 and beyond. The Washington Nationals partnership with Levy to manage the food and beverage service was announced in February of 2009. Levy will serve traditional ballpark fare and upscale menu items, featuring regional dishes and innovative versions of D.C.’s favorites throughout Nationals Park.
The Nationals home opener is on Monday, April 13 vs. the Philadelphia Phillies at 3:05pm. Individual tickets are currently on sale for all Nationals games in 2009 through the Nationals Park Box Office, located at Half & N Street, SE, by visiting nationals.com or calling 888.632.NATS(6287). Fans interested in Nationals Ticket Packages including Full (82), Half (41), Partial (21), Mini (13, 12, 9) season plans and Group Outings of 25 or more should call 202.675.NATS(6287) – Option #1 or log onto nationals.com. Nationals Park is located on the Metrorail Green Line at the Navy Yard station. 
About the Washington Nationals Baseball Club 

The Washington Nationals Baseball Club, owned by the Washington, D.C.-based Lerner Family, was relocated to the District in 2005 from Montreal. The team competes in Major League Baseball’s National League East. The Nationals play 81 home games each season at Nationals Park, the ‘Home of the National Pastime in the Nation’s Capital’, located in Southeast Washington.  
About Levy Restaurants  

Levy Restaurants, founded in Chicago in 1978, is recognized as one of America’s fastest growing and most critically acclaimed restaurant companies, and is the leader in premium sports and entertainment dining concessions. Levy was recently named one of the 10 most innovative companies in sports in the world by Fast Company magazine. The company’s diverse portfolio includes award-winning restaurants such as James Beard-winning Spiaggia and Bistro 110 in Chicago, Fulton’s Crab House, Portobello and Wolfgang Puck Grand Café at Walt Disney World Resort, renowned sports and entertainment venues like Lambeau Field in Green Bay, STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, and American Airlines Arena in Miami, and events including the Super Bowl, World Series, Kentucky Derby, NHL and NBA All-Star Games and the Grammy Awards. For details, visit www.levyrestaurants.com.
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About the Capitol Riverfront BID
The Capitol Riverfront is DC’s new neighborhood on the river, located just five blocks south of the U.S. Capitol Building.  The Capitol Riverfront is home to a community of 35,000 day time employees in 6.2 million SF of office including the U.S. Navy and U.S. Department of Transportation, 2,000 residential units, a 200-room hotel, and the 41,000-seat Nationals Park.  The neighborhood is leading the way in green innovation and offers the best of city living, with the extraordinary advantages of riverfront living, a distinct industrial heritage, and access to what matters including unique parks, sports and entertainment, exceptional value and proximity to Capitol Hill.  For more information visit www.capitolriverfront.org. 
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