
 

 

Van Ness Elementary School will open its doors in the Capitol Riverfront to 3 

and 4 year old Pre-K and Kindergarten students this fall. We sat down with 

Head of School Cynthia Robinson-Rivers to discuss her passion for education, 

plans for the growth of Van Ness, and her favorite places in the Capitol 

Riverfront. Ms. Robinson-Rivers previously served as assistant principal at 

Seaton Elementary School in Shaw,  director of DC Public Schools’ Teacher 

Recognition and Retention program, and as a classroom teacher in California 

and Washington, DC. Ms. Robinson-Rivers  invites the Capitol Riverfront 

community to the Van Ness Elementary School Grand Reopening Celebration 

on Monday, August 31st from 8:15 am to 8:45 am.   

How would you describe the Capitol Riverfront to friends and visitors? 
The combination of natural beauty, thoughtful landscape design, and easy access to great restaurants and public 
transportation make it an amazing part of town to live and work. 
 
Van Ness Elementary school has been used as office space for the DC Public Schools in recent years. What are the 
plans to modernize the school to make it ready for incoming and future students?  
We will be fully renovated in two phases.  In phase one, two floors of one wing were completed, allowing for office 
space and PreK-3, PreK-4, and Kindergarten classrooms.  We will also have an early childhood playground structure. In 
the renovation’s phase two, third floor classrooms, cafeteria, music/art/library/media center will be completed and 
ready for the start of the 2016-17 school year. The school will grow by one grade level each year up to the 5th grade. 
 
What is your favorite place in the Capitol Riverfront? 
Yards Park!  It is beautifully landscaped and I love being on the water.  Our family enjoys walking the path along the 
water and visiting the Museum of the US Navy. I love brunch at Osteria Morini, lunch at Justin’s Cafe, drinks at 
Bluejacket, and dessert at Ice Cream Jubilee.  
 
What excites you about opening a new school in the Capitol Riverfront?  
I am most excited about the opportunity to develop a school that has a positive culture for students and encourages 
them to be creative, compassionate toward others, and critical, global-minded thinkers.  The teachers selected are one 
of the most important factors in achieving this and I’m proud to say we have a phenomenal group of award-winning 
teachers on board at Van Ness.   
 
If parents are interested in enrolling their child in Van Ness, how can they learn more about the school? 
Reach out directly to our business manager, Tara Cheston at tara.cheston@dc.gov or (202) 727-9135.  Parents can also 
stop by our temporary office space at Tyler ES 1001 G St. SE to enroll their child. 
 
Describe the Capitol Riverfront in one word: Refreshing. 
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